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Mahabharata, to which it has been added as a nineteenth
book. The Mahabharata appears to have existed in its com-
plete form about A.D. 4OO.1 In the Harivamga the tale runs
as follows :
King Brahmadatta knew the language of all animals.
Once he walked with his wife Sannati, daughter of Devala,
in the wood. There he heard a male ant lovingly beseeching
his mate, the female ant, who was angry with him. At that
Brahmadatta suddenly burst into a loud laugh. His poor
wife was. filled with shame, and for many days she refrained
from all food. When her husband spoke to her gently, she
said, " Thou didst laugh at me, O King, wherefore I can no
longer live." He told her what he had laughed at, but she
did not believe him, and she said to him angrily, " No man
ever possesses such a gift. For what man can understand
the ants save by the favour of a God or as the meed of merit
in a former life ? But if thou dost really possess this know-
ledge of all languages, impart it to me that I also may know
them. Else will I resign my life, I swear it to thee." When
the King heard this cruel saying of the Queen, he was very
sorrowful and prayed for help to the Supreme God, the Lord
of all beings, Narayana ; six nights long he prayed and
fasted. Then the King saw visibly the God Narayana, the
Lord. And the All-merciful spake to him, " O Brahmadatta,
to-morrow morning shalt thou see great salvation." Thus
favoured by the deity, the King, after washing his head,
drove joyfully to the city, seated in his golden chariot. Next
morning Brahmadatta with his wife walked to the same
wood. Then, full of joy at the religious meditation (yoga),
his wife Sannati, the wise daughter of Devala, said to the
King, as he went to the wood, " Well aware was I, great
King, that thou knowest the speech of the ants, but I wished
to exhort thee by the semblance of anger, which now is
vanished into air. Henceforth we will walk the highest, the
happy way ; for I have wakened in thee the memory of that
religious meditation of which the thought had grown dim
in thy mind." The King was exceedingly glad to hear
the words of his wife ; he discovered the life of religious
1 A.   A.   Macdonell, Indicts  Past     History of Sanskrit Literature (Lon-
(Oxford,  1927), p. 88;  compare td.,     don, 1900), p. 287.